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our difficulty. All that is left will be differences of
speech.

The actions of characters in books written long ago
must of necessity be unlike our own, because almost all
the surroundings and circumstances of their lives were
different. It is through their thoughts and feelings that
we get to know them. In this book, therefore, passages
have been chosen from the various authors which will
show

WHAT THE CHARACTERS THOUGHT: and

HOW THEY FELT.

%.   '

It's one aim, from start to finish, has been to pick
out what is interesting from this point of view. Litera-
ture is a live subject. The pleasures, the happiness, the
friendship it can give are infinite. Too many people are
put off it by approaching the wrong authors and the
wrong books first. Confronted with something which
does not interest them, they naturally lose hope, and
resolve to direct their search for pleasure elsewhere :
to make friends with characters who are easier to
recognise.

Once we have realised that ordinary human feeling^
and ideas are little changed, we shall have broken
down the highest barrier that divides us from litera-
ture and from the past, and the way to untold enjoy-
ment and pleasure will lie open before us.